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PREFACE 
This study has been prepared as a teacher's guide in the use of 
transformational grammar to teach a few grammatical structures :i.n .ill:f1 
§!L~h b£vel I~~· It is intended to aid the Spanish teacher in analyz-
ing specific grammar points within the grammar section of the text. In 
essence, the present study has been prepared for the Spanish teacher who 
has « limited knowledge of linguistics or transformational grammar • 
. There seems to be a need at the high school level for a precise 
system of rules which provides grammatical information for the Spanish 
examples found in ~mlir~ !~v~l I~.· The precise system of rules 
provided by transformational grammar bases its analysis on clarity and 
a syste~etic pres0ntet!cn. Th~~ugh this systematic analy~5e 3 the 
teach12r can qive the student specific rules LIJhich explain the linguistic 
intuition of the native speaker~ The student, instead of merely being 
told "This is the way it is in Spanish 9 " can be told why the Spanish 
speaker usea certain constructions~ 
Transfnrmational yrammar C8n be utilized effectively by the 
teacher to deElpen the grrJmma:r. pretmnt~tion of .81J!1 2.£iJJ~ !&!Lf!l.l l.~!!Q6 
Thln gu:tds hos bt-Hm an attempt to provide a part.h,.t analysit~ of a few 
sample sentences from the text. 
I wish to express my appreciation and gratitude to Doctor John 
Wonder and Doctor Alberto Erase for their observations and comments~ 
Their sug~estions were of great value during the preparation of this 
teacher's guideo 
CHAPTER I 
lNTRODUCTION 
Importapce of Transformational Grammar 
The importance of transformational grammar in teaching Spanish, 
English, or any language has been put forth by Jacobs and Rosenbaum. 
They have specified that the knowledge of the grammar of any language is 
based on the following four skills: 
1~ the ability to distinguish between the grammatlcal and ungram-
matical strings of a potentially infinite set of utterances, 
2. the ability to interpret certain grammatical strings even 
though elements of the interpreta·tion may not be physically 
present in the string, 
3. th8 ebJlity to perceive ambi~uity in a gremmatlc~l string, 
4.. the ability to peJ;•ceive wh<1rt bvo or more str.:!.n9s ~1·a 
. ) 
r::ynonymous.• 
Skill (1), the ability to distinguish between the grammatical and 
ungrammatical strings, can be exemplified in the following two Spanish 
strings: 
le Ese es el ~~ senor qulen de habl@ te,. 
,., 
2. [se BE.l el. senor. de qui en t.a habH1c-
By meam; of t.hh1 ~kill\} stuclerr'cs will be able to pereeiv~1 that sentence 
(1) is ungrammatical. 
Skill (2) 9 the ability to interpret certain grammatical strings, 
r~an be Hlw;:;trated 11d th the sentence l'll£l lo da., The interpretation of the 
subject NP may not be physically present; hotuever, the speaker of Span5.sh 
1Roder.i.ck A .. Jacobs and Peter S,. Ros~nbaurn, E:ugliEb. II:!l!:.sfnJ.:.!!lll~ 
;l:.i.:.zli::\\JJ. ~Gr~.rr~"!::U-::. (WaHhamf fT1assachusHH~s.l Bla~sdel.l Publishing Ccmipany 9 
l96H) P• ?.,. 
2 
can understand the full meaning of this sentence. 
Skill (3) is the ability to perceive ambiguity. The speaker of 
Spanish can perceive six possible interpretations for .§.!J_ lo £§,. 
1. Sa lo da a @1. 
· 2. Se lo da a ellos. 
3. Se lo da a ella. 
4. Se lo da a elles. 
5 •. Se lo da a Ud •• 
6. Se lo da a Uds •• 
Skill (4) indicates the ability of perceiving when two or more 
strings are synonymous~ 
lo Ese es el se~or de quien te habll. 
"' StinoA· o 
Transformational gramrnen:- provides a very effectlve rnathod of 
explaining how these four skills worko This has been achieved by an 
attempt to construct a precise, explicit grammar of any given language. 
The basic structures analyzed through transformational grammar 
in this guide are: 
lo direct and indirect object structures 
2"' t~ubjeot and object noun phx·ase eomplements 
3~ relative clauses 
The ALOO sample sentences for object structures were taken from 
Unit 14. The noun phrase complements were taken from Unit 21, and 'the 
/ 
relative clause from Unit 23. All of these units are in .811!! .Seanish 
Level Two text.,2 
3 
The format for each chapter has been to present the phrase struc-
ture rules applicable to the structures analyzed. Then tree diagrams 
and transformation rules were utilized to show the generation of a given 
structure from deep to surface structure. 
Sources of Data 
This study has been based on ~acobs and Rosenbaum's English 
Transform_illcm~l. ~. Spanish sentences from .ill...ffi Spanis.h Level Tt11o 
were analyzed in this study• In addition, some notational conventions 
in the presentation of certain synt~ctical features~ 
Jacobs and Rosenbaum hovs stipulated that all sentences have a. 
deep structure and a surface structure. 3 The deep structure is consid-
ered to be the closest to, if not identical with 9 the primitive semantic 
structure of eny sentence~ befora any transformations have been appliedo 
The surface structure is the final form of the sentence after all 
transformations have been appliedG For example, tho deep structure of 
2oax·bnrm Kaminar de nlujica and Guillermo Segreda, .8J:.._ffi f?R~..Qjsh 
Llj!..Y.QJ.:. Tl!:J..9.. (San Franc1sco 9 · California; Harct;urt 9 Brace & I!Jorld, Incq 
1970). 
~ 12. da provides the informations that the subject NP is of the third 
person singular, and that furthermore the subject NP is nonemphatic 
[-emph], and can therefore be eliminated. 
Transform~tions can convert deep structures into intermediate 
4 
structures before arriving at the surface st-ructure. The three basic 
transformations used by Jacobs and Rosenbaum were adjunction (addition), 
subs~itution, and deletion. 4 The adjunction transformation adds a 
constituent or feature to a structure. The substitution replaces one 
element with anoth€3r, and the deletion simply removes a constituent or 
element. Hadlich has added the permutation transformation to these 
three basic trsncsfCJl'mations. 5 The permutat.iol1 changes the order tlf ele ... 
menta in & structure~ This study has made use of the permutation through 
inversions which exchange the positions of canstituentse 
5R oger L.. Had lie h, _& T t.§.!l:~~J~1.9 n.~!. J1 r~mrl!..l!F_ .r .. t:. 2twJ:!.llili 
(Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey; Prentice-Hall, Incof 1971) p. 15o 
CHAPTER U 
DIRECT AND INDIRECT OBJECT STRUCTURES 
In this chapter a few Spanish sentences with object structures 
have been analyzed through transformational grammar. These object 
structures have been taken from the grammar section of ALM 2l?1!.nish Level 
.l!!!.E. (Unit 14). Jacobs and Rosenbaum 1 s Engli~h Transformational Grammar 
(Chapter 18) has been used as a guide for this analysis. In addition, 
Roger Hadlich 1 s !~nsformational fr~ £L §~was referred to 
for the presentation of certain features underlying Spanish pronouns.! 
In order to facilitate an additional grammatical presentation by the 
teachel~ usinq _AL:~ fu~fli~k,l. 9 the same example senter"lc£s used in the gram-
mar sectioN haV£3 been presr.Hited here fot· furth~ll' anr1lysiso 
Jacobs and Rosenbaum have suggested·the following phrase struc-
tu:re rule for the verb phr-ese v;,~ith indirect object constructions: 
1. VP -~ VB (NP) (NP) 
In order to show tha transformation and derivation of the sentence 
~ 1.9. s;Ja !!. .m1, the phrase strueture rule above has been amended to shov.J 
the prepositional phrase as a third constituent of the VP. 
2o VP -~ VB (NP) (NP) (PP) 
da lo me a rnt 
The preposition has been suggested by Jacobs and Rosenbaum asa 
feature in the deep structure "in particular as features of noun seg~ 
6 
ments."2 However, the authors have admitted that the derivation of the 
prepositional phrase remains uncertain. They have also suggested the 
prepositional phrase as a special constituent. 3 For the purpose of this 
study, the PP has been utilized as a constituent in the verb phrase rule 
(Chapter II) and as a constfituent of the embedded sentence in relative 
cltt~uses (Chapter IV). 
The following sentences have been taken from .A..lJIJ. ful~§.b. k.Eivel 
lo l'lh:~ d~~ el Hbro. -~ lYle lo da. (page 26) 
2. Le da al libra. -~ Se lo da~ (page 26) 
3. Puodo J.avarme las manoso (page 30) 
4. Me puedo lavar las manes. (page 30) 
_ _... _____ .. __ _ 
2 Roderick A. Jacobs and Peter s. Rosenbaum, Enolish Transforrnn-
ticm~l ill!.!1P.31.t (Waltham, Massachusettsz Blaisdell ·rsu6Tfsliifi"g"C'Oi1ipany, 
1968} p., 138 0 
Deee Structure. 
Me da el libro (a m1). -~Me lo da. 
NP 
' 
N VB 
I 
da 
s 
\ 
NP 
l 
N N PREP NP 
N 
I 
me a mt 
[+dat] [-emph} 
In this deep structure the VP consists of a VB, two NP's, end a 
prepositional phrase.,, The fir::;t NP lo. is the accusative end the second 
NP ~ is the dativee The PP ~. rn~~ has been placed at the end of the 
7 
constituent VP. The feature [-emph], which means not emphatlc 9 hns been 
added to t.he subject NP fi and the PP 11m.! so that the delstion of these 
constituents may be applied. 4 
4Roger L. Hadlich, Jl fu..Qsfor.mation<-!l £~~~ Ef.. §.f!f!!'J.sh 
(Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inte, 1971) Po 64G 
8 
Dative-Accusative Inversion 
_, ·----
s 
NP VP 
NP N VB r 
pp 
1\ 
N N PREP NP 
N 
I 
I 
da lo (libro) ' a 
mf [-emph] 
[+ace] 
This transformation reverses the order of the dative ~- and the 
accusative lo noun phrases when in the form of atonic pronouns.. The 
prepositional phrase has 'its awn transformational rules which will not 
be discussed in this study. 
,. 
\i 
II 
If. 
' 
Q.ru: • .t'Le. ~-~nd VB Inversion 
NP 
. N 
I 
IH 
•l-,. pro 'j oi• rn3SC 
-ern ph 
-I-IX 
------
NP 
N 
me [+ dat] 
VB 
dt1 
s 
r 
N 
lo 
(libro) 
[+ace] 
9 
)\ 
PREP r 
N 
I 
I 
a m1. 
[~err.ph] 
The dative ntJun segment !!!.£. and the VB £Ia have exchanged positions 
.in this transformation., 
~usative_~ anjlyB I~£!~ 
NP 
N 
r 
N N 
~'1 
r+Pl:o -1 
+masc l ,.emph .. -I-II 
. -
nll.::l [to dt~t J 
s 
VB 
da 
i:.masc 
o~-sing 
-I-II 
.,.I I 
+formal 
..., 
10 
pp 
1\ 
PREP NP 
a 
N 
I 
I 
m1 [-emph] 
The third inversion for this structure has reversed the order of 
the accusative 1..12 and the VB da., Features for the VB E!i have been added 
to show that moaning or the potontiali ty of meaning is p:tr:lserved when 
the deletion tr.ansformaHon removes the subject NP llilo Another deleUon 
transformation can remove the PP !!. m! to generate the surface structure: 
fr1e lo da., 
l 
l 
i 
; 
' 
11 
Surface Structure 
s 
VP 
NP NP VB 
I 
N N 
I 
me lo 
[~odat] [HiCC:] 
As noted ~bove, two deletion transformations have removed the NP 
~1 e-md the PP & mf.. The features in tha matrix verb da have shown that 
it is ambiguous with reference to gender and person (1!Ji., @1 9 .elll!)., 
If the preposHional phrase ,g_ mf had [+emph] as a feature, the surface 
structure would be: 
l'lle lo da a rn~ .. 
A placement transformation could then generate: 
A m! me lo da., 
Deeg Structure 
Le da el libra (a ella). -~ Se lo da. 
N 
[+:;O·l +masc -ern ph 
-I-II . 
-t 
VB 
' da 
s 
lo 
(libro) 
[+ace] 
12 
NP pp 
I 1\ 
N PREP NP 
I I N I I I 
le 6 ella ~datd [-emph] t.rnasc 
-!~II 
Aa in the previous structure, the verb phrese for the deep struc-
ture above consists of a verbal followed by two noun phrases and a 
prepositional phraseo As a general rule, the dative le includes the 
[:tmasc J feature., Again, the subject NP tH and the PP !l .f!lli have the 
feature [-emph]o This will eventually require a deletion transformation 
of both constituents. 
s 
N 
N N 
lo 
, .. .. . \ 
~llbro) 
L+acc] 
PREP 
13 
NP 
N 
ella 
[~emph] 
Again• the dative .k and the accusative lo have exchanged posl~ 
tiom~ ·to generate the above intermediate strucb.n.·e .. 
Dative and VB Inversion 
s 
r 
N NP VB 
I 
N 
rl. ~·~~t~• 
't.masc 
-I-II 
da 
NP 
I 
N 
I 
lo 
(libr-c) 
[o-acc] 
14 
pp 
1\ PREP NP 
N 
I 
ella [-emph] 
If .L!!?JJ?. had been in the deep structure instead of the accusative 
.!g,, the next transformation, the accusative and VB inversion, would not 
be obligatory to generate this surface structure: 
le da ol libra. 
Accusative and VB Invers5~ 
s 
NP VP 
r N NP I 
N N 
VB 
I 
da 
15 
/\ 
PREP NP 
a 
N 
I 
I 
ella [-emph] 
The transformation above has now made a substitution transforma-
tion for the dative le. obHgatory in order to generate the intermediate 
structurez 
The dative substitution has nov.1 replaced _le 1dth ~" Since t!!l end ~ 
are markBd with the feature [ -emph], deletion transformations can then 
be applied to derive the surface structure: 
Se lo da., 
NP 
I 
N 
I 
s 
VP 
r 
N 
I 
lo [.,.ace] 
VB 
da 
:!;m:;s•sc 
+S1ng 
-I-II 
+!J 
~for_m~ll 
The features in the matrix verb ~ h~ve preserved the meaning oE 
the potentiality of meaning in the surface structure. As mentioned in 
16 
the previous structw:e, .m£. 12. £!JJ..9 the PP !!, ill-la could have been retained 
for emphasis if its feature had been [+emph]o This would have generated: 
Deep Strugh!!Ji 
Puedo lavarme las manos. 
Me puedo lavar las manos. 
r AUX 
yo 
[ -emph] 
s 
VB 
lavor 
A NP l 
ART N N 
I I 
las manos [+a-ce] 
I 
me [+ dat] 
The deep structure above is identic~! for both sentences. 
17 
Dative-Ac.lli!,sative Inversion 
r 
N 
• yo -
L··emphj 
puedo 
s 
VB 
lavar 
r 
N 
me [+dat] 
/\ 
T \ 
lns manoa [+ace] 
18 
With a delet.:i.on trartsfol.~rnation of the NP XQ., tht~ surface struc-
ture will be: 
PuBdo lavarme las manas., 
Another transformation can generate the other surface structure~ 
Me puedo lavar las manns. 
This will be shown in the next page., 
NP AUX /~ I 
N VB 
1118 
[,~dot] 
puedo 
NP 
/\ 
ART 
las 
N 
\ 
manos 
[·:-ace] 
The dativa m~ has been removed from under the domination of the 
VP and placed in front of the auxiliary. In addition, the deletion of 
the NP ~has generated the surface structure: 
Me puedo laver las manoso 
19 
20 
Summary 
The [-amph] feature has been added to the subject NP and the 
prepositional phrase to illustrate the deletion transformations of these 
constituents. The following transformations have been utilized in this 
chapter in order to derive the object structures: 
1. Dative-Accusative Inversion Transformation 
2. Dative and VB Inversion Ttansformation 
3. Accusative and VB Inversion Transformation 
4. Dative Substitution Transformation 
5. Dative Placement Transformation 
6o Deletion Transformation 
CHAPTER II I 
SUBJECT AND OBJECT NOUN PHRASE COMPLEMENTS 
This chapter has as its focus a few example sentences which con-
tain subordinate clauses. These subordinate ~lauses (or embedded 
sentences) function as the subj~ct or object of the ma{n verb. Chapters 
20 and 21 of Jacobs and Rosenbaum's text have been used for the deri-
vation of these structures. 
The phrase structure rule for the noun phrase 
1. NP -~ (ART) N (S) 
stipulates that ony noun phrase may contain a sentence as on~ of its 
components. This is true whether the NP f~nctions as subject of the 
SN11:ei'1C::El or. dir·Gr:"l.: object. m:· objsct of a preposition i.n the VP as shown 
~ ... (") (•T,\ 
.... ,, \'·~ i \'-'1, 3nd (4) below: 
2. S -+ 1\!P VP 
Que Juan estudie I no me preccupao 
Ddio I que Ju~n estudie. 
4o VP ~~VB $~• (PP) 
InsistiO I en hacerlo. 
As noted in rule (1) above, the embedded sentence must have a 
head noun of which the embedded sentence is the complement 6 Therefore, 
the term noun phrase complement is utilized for this embedded sentence 
(subordinate clause). 
As indicated by Jacobs and Rosenbaum 9 all noun phrases contain 
22 
nouns in their deep structure.1 In the following English sentences.·the 
head noun is the noun segment "it," which is deleted only under certain 
conditions: 
1. It worries me that John doesn't study. 
2c That John doesn't study worries me. 
for the purpose of this study~ ill£ has been utilized as the deep 
structure representation of the head noun in Spanish. The following 
sentences will illustrate the subject NP complement and the object NP 
complement: 
1. gue Juan estudie no me preocupa. 
1Roderick Ao Jacobs and Peter S., Ros:EOmbaum, [QgJisb_ T~~­
ti£D&1J. f!:m!!na~. (Waltham, massachusetts: Blaisdell Publishir1g Company, 
1968) p .. 172o 
23 
Subject Noun Phrase 
Que Juan estudie no me preocupa. 
~· 
NEG VP 
A 
N s VB NP 
I 
v~ N 
N VB 
I 
estudie 
I l 
ello que Juan preocupa me 
As illustrated above, the head noun for the ~ubject noun phrase 
is !ill9.& If there were no embedded sante nee, the generated surface 
structure would be: 
Ella no me preocupa 
The steps in the generation of the correct surface structure for the 
sentonce above will be sho\IJn ln subsequent pages. 
Objec~ 
Odio que Ju6n estudie. 
NP 
N 
yo 
----
VB 
ot:lio 
s 
VP 
p 
~~ 
N S 
ella que 
~ NP . VP 
I l 
N VB 
I 
l 
.Juan estudie 
24 
This time the embedded sentence ~ .d.t.l.!!!! ill!Lc!i~ functions as the 
object of the main sentenceo 
The following sentences are from _8!-fO fu.:l..11.D.!sh ill_el I~ct text: 
le Me encanta que vengao (page 223) 
2. Es verdad que Juan estudia muchoo (page 224) 
3. No es verdad qus Juan estudie. (page 224) 
4. Es posible que Juan estudie. (page 224) 
5., Mam§ dice que Juan estudia. (page 227) 
6. f'!fam5 dice que Juan estudie. ( p~ge 227) 
Deee §l.ructur.e 
Me encanta que vengao 
A 
N S 
I 
I 
£1l1u que tn 
c• J L-emph_ 
VP 
I 
VB 
\ 
venir 
25 
s 
VP 
~ 
VB r 
N 
enr::anta me 
[-fact J [.;.ace] 
The matrix verb encanta contains the feature [-fact]e The fea-
ture [•fact] accompanying a varb indicates no association of necessity, 
uncertainty, imposition, positive bias, or negative biase 2 The [;.fact] 
feature also includes verba used in indirect or reported speech~ The 
[-fact] featm:e in the matrix verb, on the othet· hand, expresses the 
semantic components of necessityr uncertainty, imposition~ positive bias 
m.· r'logat.ive bias., It. is the [ ~fac:t] feature which mt~kef3 the subjunctive 
transformation obligatoryo 
2Robort P,. Stockwell 9 Jo Donald Botuen, and John L'J .. ~1art1n, J.he 
§.t.:.~.~~?!;~l:.i.c:~~·I. §..tE!!.S:!!a::~s p.f_ f.~.9.!Jsh)~.!J.9. .~JJ12!Jish (Chicn~go r:md London: The 
University of Chicago Press, 1965 p,. 257o 
! 
_, 
26 
.§.ybjunct~ve Transformation .·--.· 
s 
VB NP 
N 
I \ t 
ello qua ~1 V01i9€'1 Emcan1:a mEl 
[~emph] [+ subj] [-fact] [+ace] 
The feature [~fact] on the mati'iX verb flncan~. will generate the 
feature [+subj] on the verb of the embedded sentence® In addition to 
other necessary features, the subjunctive feature will select from the 
lexicon the correct surface form VBt'),91to 
27 
f.1l..E_O...[l~J:.io_!.'l Transformation 
s 
NP /\ 
s VB NP 
N 
encanta me [-fact] [-:-ace] 
· The de let ion of lll9. is analogous to the 11 it-deletion" transfor-
mationo According to Jacobs and Rosenbaum, this transformation is 
obligatory whenever the pronoun 11 it 11 appears before its noun phrase 
3 
complements. The above transformation has left the embedded sentence 
.Q..l.J.€1 •• eJ. vencua as the subject NP of th8 struotureo On page 3 of this 
chapter, the example sentence ella .\lid£. Jv....~  .~ ~ £.re~ 
tion transformation. 
3Rodm:-ick Ae ,Jacobs and Peter s. Rosenbaum, Er::.g}.ish I.E.Qrrsf.QF~­
tional Grammar (Waltham, Massachusetts: Blaisdell Publishing Company, 
19 6ar··p ::-r?4·:·-· 
28 
~ccusative and VB Inversion 
5 
/\ 
NP VB 
l 
VP N 
N VB 
' 
I I I 
que 13.1 venga me encanta 
[ '1 [+subj] [.,.ace] [-fact] .~emphJ 
The inversion of the noun segment ~ with respect to the verbal 
~ncaQi~ is obligatoryo 
NP and VP Inversion 
5 
VP 
A 
NP VB 
N 
me encanta [.H..cc] [-fact] 
que 
NP 
I 
5 
f51 [-nm1;h] 
r 
VB 
I 
I 
venge [+ subj] 
The primary constituents NP and VP have exchanged positions to 
29 
generete the above tree diagramG The subject noun segment fl cen then 
be deleted to derive the surf8ce structure: 
Me ancanta quo vengao 
The soma inversion transformation* may be ap~lied to the example sen-
tence on page 3o 
Que Juan estudie no me preocupa. =• No me preocupa que Juan 
estudieo 
"'·The inversion transformation which sh.ifts the position of the 
embedded sentence in this manner is termed "e~trepositionQ". 
-- ----·----~----- ------·--' -------------~ 
' 5 
30 
Es verdad que Juan estudia. 
NP VP 
/~ 
N S 
VP 
\ . 
I VB l I I \ I ' 
ello que Juan estudia es verdad 
[+fact] 
This time 9 the [+fact] feature of the matrix VP has not required 
a subjunctive transformation of the embedded verbale The following 
transformations can then be t:lpplied to generate the surface structure: 
lo .Sl!E. Deleticm Transforma-tion 
2o NP and VP Inversion Transformation 
:.n 
Surface Structure 
/ 
VP NP 
~ I 
NP s 
I 
N VP 
~-
\ 
VA 
\ 
I I 
es vEn·dad 
[+fact] 
que JLJan estudia 
The inversion of the NP and VP has placed the subject noun phrase 
at the end of the structure. 
32 
Deep Stru~ 
No es verdad que Juan estudie. 
s 
NP 
\ 
VP N 
\ 
I 
N VB 
\ \ 
' 
no ella que Juan estudia es 
\ 
\ 
verdad 
L~ fact] 
This deep structure is similar to the previous example analyzed 
except that th8 negative constituent has been added,. The matrix VP ~~ 
-'!£~1. comlitJts of the [r.fact] feature., This feature \Uill be changAd to 
[-fact] when the NEG constituent is placed in front of the main constit-
uent VP .. 
Negative e~ 
s 
NEG VP 
~ 
N s NP 
I 
N 
I I l 
E'Jl1o que • .Juan no vnrdc:il:l [-fact] 
es 
The constituent NEG has been moved between the main constituents 
NP and VP., As a result of the NEG placement the rnatr ix VP has changed 
from a ~ fact] to a [-fact] featureo Again, it is matrix VP that has 
required a subjunctive transformat.ion to follow. The ~jlo deletion 
transformation will then generate the intermediate structure~ 
Que Juan estudie no es verdad., 
p~pject NP Plqr-ement and Surface Structur-e 
s 
NEG VP 
no es Vf3i:'dad 
r ] l~ -fact 
NP 
I 
s 
que Juan 
VP 
I 
V8 
I 
esi:udie 
[+subj] 
The subject NP .Uht~. ~ elli!Ql!i has· been moved to the end of 
above structuree 
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!2.£!2 !?.,_ s ,t !:.\l9J.1!J.:.!i 
Es posible que Juan estudie. 
NP 
N s 
NP 
I 
N 
I j I I 
ella qLlt1 Juan 
V13 
I I 
esi:udia es 
VP 
~ 
NP 
I 
posible 
[-fact] 
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Ae in the previous structuresf the following transformations can 
be utilized to generate the surface structure: 
1" Ell.o Deletion 
2.. SubjunctivH 
3., NP and VP Inversion 
Surface Structure 
VP 
NP 
I 
N 
l 
oosible [··faet] 
s 
qua 
NP 
I 
~ 
NP VP 
I I 
N 
I 
I 
.Juan 
. VB 
\ 
rmtudie 
[o~.subj] 
36 
The [-fact] feature of the matrix VP ~. £.0~.-i~l~. has indicated the 
semantic component of uncertaintye This, in turn, ·has made the subjunc-
tlve transformation obligatory for the verb of the noun phrase complement, 
---------
Mam~ dice que Juan estudiae 
Mam~ dice que Juan estudie. 
NP 
N 
I 
Marna 
VB 
dice 
[~fact] 
VP 
NP 
~~ 
N S 
I ;t~p 
I I 
N VB 
I I 
ello que Juan estudia 
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Tho [~fact] fBature of the matrix verb has indicated that the VB 
in the embedded sentence does not require a subjunctive transformation. 
The ello. dBletion transformation vlill then generate the surface structure:: 
Marna dice que Juan estudia., 
§.urface Structure 
Mam~ dice que Juan estudie. 
NP 
I 
N VB 
dice [··fact] 
s 
que 
NP 
s 
Juan est.ud.ia 
[-:-subj] 
The subjunctive transformation has been appl:i.ed to generate the 
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above surface structure., {.\gain, the [~fact J featurf~ of the matrix verb 
ill.t:!i has required this transformation of the embedded sentence. In this 
particular structure the [-fact] feature has expressed the semantic 
component of imposition as opposed to a reported speech~ 
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Ello has been used as the head noun of the subject and object 
noun phrase complements., The [-fact] feature of the matrix verb has 
made the subjunctive transformation obligatory. The subjunctive feature 
tuas added to the verbal of the noun phrase coiuplement of embedded sen-
tenceo The followi.ng transformations were utilized to derive the 
su:r.f'~ce structure: 
1. Subjunctive Transformation 
2.. EllQ. Deletion Transformation 
3. NP and VP Inversion Transformation 
CHAPTER I\1 
RELATIVE CLAUSE 
Relative clauses have been analyzed in this chapter as sentences 
which are embedded in noun phrases. Chapter 25 of Jacobs and Rosenbaum's 
text has been utilized as a guide for the derivation of the relative 
clause. 
As suggested by the authors, the deep structure of a sentence 
with a relative clause would show an NP followed by the relative clause. 
The relative claus~ of this deep structure contains a noun phrase of 
identical roferenca. This NP of identical reference is the essential 
difference between e ralativo clause and a noun phrase complement3 
Aa stated in Chapter lii, the noun phrase rule has been formu-
lab?d to shn111 the noun phrase cmnplement with a head noun in the deep 
sb:ucturn; 
1~ NP ~u) N (S) 
N S 
file pt'eocupa §.])o .!l~~,.duaQ.,...Q9.....Q.:~.M,d iH ... 
In tha relative clause, on the other hand, tha noun phrase rule shows 
a noun phl:·asG of identical :ceferBnce preceding the relative chwse in 
the daap structure: 
2. NP ~-1 NP (S) 
NP s 
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The difference in the deep structure between the relative clause 
and the noun phrase complement has been illustrated in the following 
tree diagrams: 
Que el estudiante estudie me cornplace6 
s 
.~ 
f~P N S 
I /\"""' 
I A r N 
ART N VB 
I . I 
ello que el estud1ante estudie complace me· 
As noted in the deBp structure above, the ernbedded sentence, 
~~ fll~s~~l~nt~ ~!U-e, is the complement of the head noun~. 
Relativ~ C~~se Transf.grmatlon 
·. 
El estudiante que estudia aprende. 
A 
ART N 
I 
I 
el estudiante 
s 
~ 
/\ VP 
,~RT N VB 
I I 
el estudiante estudia 
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VB 
aprende 
Ths deep structure of the relative clause shows the NP of ider1ti-
cal reference in the embedded sentenceo 
The following Spanish sentences from the grammar section of 
AL~ .~t~JJU1 h~l ll (page 273) have been analyzed: 
1 .. Ese no es el pastel que hice yo • 
2. Eso la .... vi no es senora que ayer .. 
3., Ese E~S el disco de que te habl~.· 
4.$ Ese es el senor de qui en te habl~ .. 
peep St.D.!~ 
Ese no es el pastel que hice yo. 
NEG NP 
I 
N 
s 
VP 
-----------"" VB NP ~
es 
r A 
N 
j 
pastel [+ def] 
NP 
I 
N 
I 
yo 
VP 
~· 
VB NP 
hice 
J 
N 
I 
l~~~!;J·l ""p:r.o + rel 
The features for Q_qst.£? .. 1. and ~- have been added to shmu the 
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article transformations which generate the intermediate structureso The 
features [-near -far] indicate the medial .!l~l!l as opposed to the proximal 
!ill and the distal !9.~o 1 
· 
1Roger L. HadHch, Jl TX:.iJJ::IS~iO..!}Jl.l .G.r~mrnaJ: gf. .§Ell..!2ish (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey~ Prentice-Hall, Inc$, 1971) p. 94. 
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s 
NEG NP VP 
- I -· 
---
N VB A 
NP s 
I ~ 
N NP NP VP 
I I I I I I N r.! VB I I I I I I 
~se 89 Castel pastel yo hice 
r-near] •def] [:~;~] 
-far 
• +rel 
~ ~ 
Thio transformation has moved the NP pa~ of the embedded sen-
tence to the front of the embedded sentencee 
--- ·-----~-
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Article Tta~sformation 
-·· ............ -----
N VB 
NP s 
.,. .. 
N NP NP VP 
I ~ I I I I 
N N VB 
.. 
\ I 
if!se es el [-~~!;] ['~~~ 1 (""tel yo hice [.,def] +def 
+def •pro] 
+pro ·rreJ. 
_+rel 
The tlmJble application of the art.icle transformation has created 
the article segments .el and .!1.!l§L to the lef{; of the identical noun 
phrasese As noted above, the article segments have acquired the same 
features ao their noun segmentse 
46 
Relat}:..v.iz&~letion Transformation 
s 
~- ~ 
~ NEG NP VP ~-
I 
N VB NP 
-- ~ -r~ ' -~ s 
,_ 
-
~ 
NP NP VP 
l l 
I I 
i 
I fll 
I ~ ~se es el pastel que yo 
VB 
I 
hice 
The noun segment ~\2tol has been deleted from the embedded sen-
tence,. 
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Surf_?ce St rus.t!:!!.§. 
s 
NP NEG VP 
N VB NP 
NP s 
~N .~ NP \!P NP 
\ I J I 
118. N 
I I 
688 no es el pastel que hice yo 
The negative placement transformation and the inverslon of NP ."L£2. 
and the VB b.tpe have generated the surface structure above. 
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Deep Structure 
- . ·--
... Esa es la senora que vino. 
s 
N VB NP 
-· NP s 
I I /~ N N~-' VP 
I 
N VB 
I I 
~sa "" 
... 
es senora senor· a vino fneaj [ +def] r·de] -far +pro 
-t-rel 
. 
Again, the features of the identical noun phrases have been 
added to shol11 the appl.icaticm of the article transformation. 
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ArtJ&la Transformation 
s 
........... 
NP 
--------
VB NP 
NP s 
~ 
N NP VP 
I l \ l \ N VB 
l I I I I I 
-§sa 
es E!:TI [8ft01"$;! r~~rl senora vi no +def] [de] +def +def +pro 
+pt-a -:-reJ. 
+tel 
The double application of the article transformation has added 
the article segments ).a and .9.'-!.fl. in front of the noun segments., The 
article segments have ecquired the same features as their noun segrnel'lts. 
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Surface Structure 
s 
NP 
VB 
~~ 
I I I I 
NP VP 
VB I 
!:1sa es la senora que v-i no 
The relativized noun deletion transformation has been applied to 
the embedded sentence to generate the surface structure~ The deletion 
of thr:1 noun segment _ser!.Q!Jl has left the relative pronoun .9Y.£ as the NP 
of the embedded sentenceo 
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Ese es el disco de que te habl~. 
s 
NP 
I 
s 
----~ rJ NP VP 
I ~-1~ 
N VB PP NP 
I 
/\I 
PREP NP N 
I 
N 
I 
tise es disco habl~ de disco te 
As noted in the deep structure, the prepositonal phrase within 
the VP of the embedded sentence contains the identical NP di§.gQo 
-N VB 
NP 
I 
N 
I 
~se es disco [+ def] 
s 
VP 
NP 
pp 
-~ 
PREP NP 
I I 
N 
I 
de disco 
tpro J + rel 
-animate 
-human 
..___, 
NP 
' 
N VB N 
t I 
\ \ 
' ' 
yo habll3 te 
[-emph] 
As shown in this tree diagram, the PP with its two segments 
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.9!i di,§~~LQ. has been moved from under the dominzd;:lon of tho VP to the front 
of the embedded sentence.. The features above have been added to the 
identical NP 's di~ and .Qj£Q,Q. in order to illustr-ate the next transfor-
mation~ The features [~animate] and [~human] indicate that the .Q!J£. 
segment needs to be created to the left of .!i~q_ .. 
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.Aiiicle Trannformatiof'). 
s 
NP 
I 
N VB 
NP 
/1 pp NP VP NP //f~ I I / ~ 
PREP NP N VB N 
I r I 
I I N I 
§se es el disco de que disco yo habl@ te [:art] [+def] rart] r-def [~·emph] 
+def +def +pro 
· +pro +rel 
. +rel L -animab~ 
-hum<1n 
As in the previous structure, the double application of the 
article tJ.'ansformat.ion has created the ar:ticle segrnenJcs ffll. and .9.Y.Q. in 
front of the 5.dentical NP 'so The article sBgments have acquired the 
same features as their noun segmentse 
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Relativized Noun ~letion Transformation. 
s 
\ 
VP 
N 
NP s 
N pp NP VP NP 
I I I I 
IJ VB N 
~se 
I I I de que yo habH~ te el disco es 
The relativized noun deletion has removed the noun segment &tsco 
from the PP of the embedded sentence to generate the above intermediate 
structure., 
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Surface Structure 
s 
\ 
NP VP 
"" 
VB NP 
NP s 
~ 
PP VP 
~ PREP NP VB 
N 
~se es el disco de que te habl~ 
The optional deletion transformatio11 has deleted the NP .Y.9.. from 
the embedded sentence and an invorsion has exchangod the NP iQ, and the 
VB lw2.l~e These two transformations have generated the above surface 
structure. 
56 
Deeg Structure 
-Esa es el senor de quien te habl~. 
s 
r VP 
N VB NP 
NP 
I 
N NP VP 
I I 
N VB pp NP 
I I 1\ I 
I \ I 
PREP NP N 
I 
N 
J 
de senor te 
~def 
~se 
..... 
ElS senor yo 
[+def] [-emph] 
habl~ 
+pro 
+rel 
+animate 
+human 
As seen above, the features [~def +pro +rel +animate +human] have 
been added to the noun segment !lefi'or to show the creatJon of the guien 
segment. 
Relative Clause Transformation 
N· A 
PREP NP 
-senor de 
[+def] 
I 
N 
I 
senor 
+def 
+pro 
-t·rel 
+animate 
+human 
N VB 
habl~ te 
The ±ree diagram above shows only the NP structure of the main 
constituent VP. As noted above, the PP .Q.g, seno!. has been moved to the 
front of the embedded sentence. 
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Article Transformation 
NP 
PREP 
el ~;ono:r. de 
[+def] [+dof] 
P.P 
quien _ 
+art 
+clef 
+Pro 
+rel 
+animate 
+human 
NP 
NP N 
\ 
N 
\ 
-senor 
+def 
+PrO 
+rel 
+animate 
.. ~human 
-. [ yo -
-emphj 
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VB 
habl~ 
The article segment .ffi!.i!2_n has been placed bebJJeen the preposition. 
S!i and the noun segment se~or. The article segment £Ll!!!ill. was utilized 
instead of ~ because the noun segment senor contains the features 
[+animate] and [,.human]. 
Relativized Noun Deletion Transformation 
NP 
pp 
~ 
PREP 
el .... senor de qui en 
NP 
NP 
I 
N 
yo 
[-emph] 
VP 
1\ 
VB NP 
N 
\ 
hablfJ te 
-The noun segment se~~ has been deleted from the prepositional 
phrase of the embedded sentence. 
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Surface Structure 
s 
NP VP 
VB NP 
\ 
NP s 
~ ~ 
N PP vp· 
1\ 
NP VB 
I 
N 
I 
~sa te 
.... 
senor es el habl~ de qu5.en 
The deletion of ~ and the inversion of habl~ and 1£ have gener-
~ted the surface structure above. 
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Summary 
Three basic transformations have been utilized in this chapter 
to generate the relative clause: 
1. Relative Clause Trensformation 
2. Article Transformation 
3. Relativized Noun Deletion Transformation 
The relative clause transformation moved the noun segment to the front 
of the embedded sentence. The article transformation added the article 
segments ~' ~ or guien in front of the noun segments. The relativ-
ized noun deletion deleted the noun segment which followed ~ or _gylen 
to generate the relative clause in the surface structure. 
